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Putting Copyrighted Content Back into the Bottle

Given Hollywood’s growing anxiety over the amount of 
unauthorized copyrighted content that appears online, 
this New York Times’ piece by Brad Stone and Miguel 

Helft is a welcome, albeit abbreviated, primer on the 
state of video “fingerprinting” or content-recognition 

technology. On the heels of MySpace’s announcement last week that it 
will implement filters to identify copyrighted works, and amid 
YouTube’s delayed action to put up its own filtering system, tech 
companies are seizing on the ability to fill a market need.

But it’s not an easy task. Video filtering systems have to take into 
account far more variables, and a lot more content, than do audio 
filtering systems, which are fairly well advanced. 

Audible Magic has stepped into the breach with what many believe is a 
killer filtering system called Motional Media I.D., and one start-up, 
MotionDSP, changed its business model recently to develop products 
that provide online video identifications. And many online video sites, 
such as Guba, have developed their own content-filtering systems.

But, as the article suggests, competing filtering systems could create 
havoc, or at least slow-down the evolution of the web-based video 
market. In all likelihood, one system may ultimately prevail at the end 
of the day. The MPAA, for one, is in the midst of reviewing proposals 
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for just such a system that the trade group can recommend to its 
studio members.

Posted by Cynthia Brumfield at 1:36 PM | Print | Comments (0) 

  

 
 
State A.G.s Hate Bud TV

Anheuser-Busch’s bold experiment in pitching beer 

via an online video network, called Bud.TV, has 

drawn fire from 21 state Attorneys General, 
according to this Ad Age piece. The A.G.s sent a 
letter to the beer maker lambasting it for too-easily 

allowing minors to access the site, despite the company’s efforts to bar 
minors from accessing the site through a series of questions that 
attempt to prove drinking age.

Arguing that as both producer of the content and owner of the site 
Anheuser-Busch has a “higher” responsiblity to ensure that minors 
don’t gain access, the A.G.s said “We fail to see how your use of age 
verification on the Bud.tv site is a genuine attempt to keep youth from 
accessing the site’s content.”

They want Bud.TV to have stronger controls in place, such as follow-up 
phone calls or direct mailings (the cost of which would presumably 
make Bud.TV a money-losing folly) or software that ensures that 
multiple users can’t log in under one legitimate i.d. They also raise 
another interesting point: Bud.TV videos can be downloaded and sent 
via email, defeating the purpose of any age-screening mechanism.

The real question is whether the A.G.s, who have the power, of course, 
to sue the pants off Anheuser-Busch, will take any further steps if the 
beer company doesn’t implement some changes to its registration and 
content distribution system. As the article points out, it was a gorup of 

●     Global Policies 
●     Grassroots Journalism 
●     Human Rights and Media 
●     IP Video 

�❍     User-Generated 
Content 

●     Indecency 
●     Intellectual Property 

�❍     Copyright 
�❍     Open Source 

●     Internet and Education 
●     Internet and Politics 
●     Legal Battles 

�❍     Brand X 
�❍     Franchising 
�❍     Grokster 

●     Long Tail Media 
●     Market Power 
●     Media and Society 
●     Mobile Video 
●     Municipal Broadband 
●     National Telecom Policy 

�❍     A La Carte 
�❍     Broadband 
�❍     Media Ownership 
�❍     Spectrum 

●     Online Journalism 
●     Open Source Content 
●     Place-Shifting 
●     Podcasting 
●     Privacy 
●     Search 
●     Social Networking 
●     State Regulations 
●     Taxation 
●     Tech Policy 
●     Technology 
●     VOD 
●     Video Games 
●     VoIP & Beyond 
●     Web 2.0 
●     Web Video Policy 
●     Web Video and Justice 
●     Wi-Fi Access Issues 
●     WiMax 

http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/2007/02/19/ (2 of 5) [22/05/2007 11:05:16]

http://www.communityinternet.us/
http://www.corante.com/copyfight/
http://bayosphere.com/blog/dangillmor
http://people.w3.org/~djweitzner/blog/
http://people.w3.org/~djweitzner/blog/
http://www.scripting.com/
http://isen.com/blog/
http://dowire.org/drupal/
http://www.digitaldivide.net/
http://doc.weblogs.com/
http://garage.docsearls.com/
http://www.drewclark.com/
http://www.freedom-to-tinker.com/
http://www.eff.org/deeplinks/
http://www.engadget.com/
http://www.corante.com/importance/
http://eurotelcoblog.blogspot.com/
http://ftthblog.blogs.com/ftth_blog/municipal_broadband/
http://futurewire.blogspot.com/
http://www.gizmodo.com/
http://www.glenngaudet.com/
http://www.groklaw.net/
http://www.itu.int/osg/spu/newslog/
http://www.itu.int/osg/spu/newslog/
http://www.newmediamusings.com/
http://journalism.nyu.edu/pubzone/weblogs/pressthink/
http://www.buzzmachine.com/
http://pulverblog.pulver.com/
http://www.hyperorg.com/blogger/
http://joi.ito.com/
http://blogs.pulver.com/jarnold/
http://radio.weblogs.com/0133184/
http://radio.weblogs.com/0133184/
http://werblog.com/
http://www.lessig.org/blog/
http://www.livedigitally.com/
http://www.lostremote.com/
http://www.corante.com/many/
http://www.blogmaverick.com/
http://evans.blogware.com/blog/
http://evans.blogware.com/blog/
http://www.mathewingram.com/work/
http://mediacitizen.blogspot.com/
http://www.micropersuasion.com/
http://madisonian.net/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/002340print.html
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/002340putting_copyrighted_content_back_into_the_bottle.php#comments
http://www.digg.com/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/002340putting_copyrighted_content_back_into_the_bottle.php&title=Putting%20Copyrighted%20Content%20Back%20into%20the%20Bottle
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/002339state_ags_hate_bud_tv.php
http://adage.com/digital/article?article_id=115068
https://www.bud.tv/public/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/secure/Player/default.aspx
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/global_policies/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/grassroots_journalism/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/human_rights_and_media/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/ip_video/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/ip_video/usergenerated_content/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/ip_video/usergenerated_content/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/indecency/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/intellectual_property/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/intellectual_property/copyright/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/intellectual_property/open_source/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/internet_and_education/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/internet_and_politics/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/legal_battles/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/legal_battles/brand_x/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/legal_battles/franchising/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/legal_battles/grokster/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/long_tail_media/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/market_power/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/media_and_society/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/mobile_video/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/municipal_broadband/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/national_telecom_policy/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/national_telecom_policy/a_la_carte/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/national_telecom_policy/broadband/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/national_telecom_policy/media_ownership/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/national_telecom_policy/spectrum/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/online_journalism/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/open_source_content/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/placeshifting/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/podcasting/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/privacy/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/search/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/social_networking/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/state_regulations/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/taxation/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/tech_policy/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/technology/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/vod/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/video_games/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/voip_beyond/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/web_20/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/web_video_policy/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/web_video_and_justice/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/wifi_access_issues/
http://www.ipdemocracy.com/archives/wimax/


IP Democracy

Moore's Lore
Moritz Dispatch
MuniWireless
OhGizmo!
Om Malik
Open Access News
O'Reilly Radar
p2pnet.net
Participatory Culture 
Foundation
Paul Kedrosky
Personal Democracy Forum
PFF Blog
Phil Morle: Adventures in 
Entertainment & Technology
Picker MobBlog
Public Knowledge Policy Blog
PVR Blog
PVR Wire
Ray Ozzie's Blog
Read/Write Web
Rebuilding Media
Robert Scoble
Robin Good
Ronald Gruia-Tech Futurist
Ross Mayfield
Sascha Meinrath
Save Muni Wireless
Search Engine Watch
Share Skype
SIVACRACY.NET
Skype Journal
Slashdot
Smart Mobs
Splintered Channels
Susan Crawford
Tech Liberation
Tech Memeorandum
TechBeat- BusinessWeek
TechCrunch
Techdirt
TechEffect
telecommer.com
Telepocalypse by Martin 
Geddes

state A.G.s who brought about the master settlement agreement with 

the country’s four largest tobacco companies.

Posted by Cynthia Brumfield at 1:03 PM | Print | Comments (0) 

  

 
 
Opening the Justice System via Web Video in 
Madrid

Web-based video is now providing a direct view into one 

of the highest profile trials in the world, thanks to a 
Spanish company called Datadiar. Spain is trying 29 

men in the deadly train bombings that shocked the 
world in 2004.

Security is tight and visitor seats are, I suspect, non-existent, but 
thanks to an alliance that Datadiar formed with the tribunal, the 
Audiencia Nacional, video of the trial is broadcast every day on the 
web, captured by five cameras placed in the courtroom — four posted 
at various angles in the court and a fifth for capturing images of 
evidence. Datadiar also has 43 microphones throughout the room.

The coverage features no commentary, a la C-SPAN. The judge 
overseeing the case is, if not web-friendly, then journalism friendly — 
he wrote a manual for legal journalism called “Lifting the Veil.” When 
asked why he opened the proceedings to the world on the Internet, 
Judge Javier Gomez Bermudez said because “there are so many 
victims, and they can’t all fit in here.”

Posted by Cynthia Brumfield at 10:14 AM | Print | Comments (0) 
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